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BN ca Ry ) N SzCOND
iN THE St JUDICIAL
Mar 28y 12 AH '§7 CIRCUIT OF FLORIDA
DAVE LANG
LE_EFK CIRCUIT COURT OFFICE OF THE CHIEF JUDGE
LEDON GOUNTY, FLORIDA

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER £23-04

IN RE WITNESS FEES AND EXPENSES
/

WHEREAS, there is a need to establish a uniform meathod for determining the amount
and the reasonableness of the per diem, travel expenses and fees of witnesses subpoenaed
for the state or defendant or employed to provide 2 service under a Court Order 1n Crirmunal
cases for which a county located in the Second Judicial Circuit 1s ordered to pay by the
Court, and

WHEREAS, Rule 2 050, Rules of Judicial Adrministration and Sections of 814 11,
939 07 and 112 081, Flonida Statutes require that witnass faes and expensas be properly
admunistered, 1t Is tnerefore,

ORDERED THAT

Tne foilowing policies shall govern any Circuit or County Court payment of witness
fees and expenses incurred by witnesses while uncer subpoenea or emoloyed to provide 2
service under Court order tor Criminal casas 1in any county located in the Second Juawsl
Circunt

1 Travel expensaes and wiiness or ndmviguzl fees shall be paid only upon
submission of 2 Motion and Order for Payment praparea by tne counsel subpoenaing the
witness or hinng the individual The Motion and Order shall be Tiled by counsel within 30
days of the services being rendered or uoon disposition of the case, whichever occurs first
If there are travel expenses and par diem sought to be paid, tnere shall be attached 1o the
Motion a “State of Flortda Voucher for Reimbursament of Travel Expenses” jorm whicn is
completely and accurately filled out by the witness or naividual  The witness or individual
shall ettach the necessary receipts 1o ns form Rates for per diem and milzage shali be
those prescrioed by Szcuion 112.061, Flonda Statuies Il a meal expense exceads the per
diem rate only the per diem rate will be paid Unless in a parucular case the Court
determines otnerwise, tne Stat2 of Florica’s gensral instructions periaining o travzl and
determination of expansas snzll b2 utiized oy the Court in determiming tne reasonapleness
and amount of the fee or expanse cnarged Howsaver, any travel fee by common carner
shall be determined by the lowest rate available to transoort the witness or individuzl 1o and
from his/her residance  No inciaental traval expensas or rental car cnarges will oe sllowed
unless pre-approvea oy the Court  Notrmung tn this order snall changa tne regquiremants of
Section 939 10, Florda Stziutes and the cuties oi the County Commission

2 Shoule any witness or Individual pEriormung s2rvices unGer @ court orger be
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reauired to stay overnight 1n a commercial establishmant 1n a county lacaiza within e
Second Judicial Circuit while under subooesna, or while on a criminal czse assignment, thazt
witness or individual shall be requirea to stay In 2 commercial estabhsnmant ora-approvaa
by the Court The Court Admunistrator snall mantain 2 hsung of thosz commercizl
establishments which will orfer the most reasonaole rates to tn2 County 7Tna Court shaH
szlect the appropriate establishment for the witness or individual to stzay Snould a witness
or inaividual elect to siay in any otner commercial establishment, the witness or individual
shsall only be reimbursed at the rate charged by tne court-anproved esiablisnmeant

3 All witness hourly fzes or the hourly fees of those employas 1o provide a
services under a court order shall be submitted on an 1temized form showing a breakdown
by date and tme 1n fifteen (15) minute increments with a isting of the s2~vices providad
during that time interval This itemized form shall also show the hourly rai2 and how the
total fee I1s arnved at No hourly fea shell be basea upon z portal to portal ime charge to
the County unless specncally pre-aoprovaed by the Court  An indiviauzl shall not be entitled
to compensation for an hourly fee for those hours devoted 10 sleeping  An individual shall
be entitled 10 compensation only for thase hours that were exclusively devoiad to the casa
ha/shz was employed for or testifying in and seeking payment for Any requast for hourly
fezs shall contain a statement under oath by the witness or individual indicating that the
witness or individual has not billed any other person, entity or agency for any portion of the
ume contained in the hours he/she 1s supmitting to the County for paymans

4 Any witness fee or other fee for services under court order that exceads
$150 00 per hour or that could excead a total fee of $1,500.00 must be soecifically pre-
approved by the Court In obtaining this pre-approval, counse! employing or subpoenaing
the individual must show to the Court the necessity for a huigher hourly rate for the witness
or tndividual and/or the anticipated number of hours that his/ner services will o2 nesded and
billed for This pre-anproval procedure does not reheve counsel or the individual from
complying with the other requirements of this order

8 Fees for investigative sarvices that exceed $45 par hour or that could excaad
a total fe2 of $1,500 per case must be specifically pre-approvad by thz court

B The terms of this order are not applicabie to thosz cases wherein tha
Defenaant has been found not guiity and has applied to the Court for payment of his cosis
as provided by Flonda Statues from the county In which he was prosacutea

7 Administrative Ordar 81-2, In Re Witness Fegs and Expanses catad Apnl 30,
1821, as amended, i1s hereby terminatad

DONE AND ORDERED this _/ ‘f day of Aporil, 1995 at Tallahassea, L2on County,

Florida
< T

PHILIP J PADOVANO
CHIEF JUDGE




